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BY CHRISTOPHER SCHWARZ, EDITOR

Stepping Down,
Stepping Out

When linterviewed in 1996 to
work at Popular Woodworking
Magazine, it took me about 30 seconds
to realize that I had finally found my
life’s work.

Eversince I canrecall, T have loved
both building things and writing.
But until 1996 it
never occurred to
me to put the two
together.

Somehow 1
talked my way into
alow-leveljobhere,
and for the last 14
years I've had the
best job in the
world: Working in
the shop and writ-
ingaboutit.

SowhyamIbidding you “farewell”
in this column?

Most of you know that I've spent the
last decade promoting handwork, both
in this magazine and in DVDs, wood-
working classes and on my blogs.

In fact, I started a small company
called Lost Art Press to help promote
handwork, revive forgotten texts and
publish new writings on traditional
furniture work.

After four years of doing that part-
time, itbecame obvious that handwork
needs a full-time advocate. I decided
thatIwanted that job.

So I hired myself to do it.

Why now? This might be my last
chance to take a huge gamble. I just
turned 43. I've paid off my mortgage.
I have no debt. My spouse has a good
job. My kids are out of diapers.

If I don’t do this now, I might just
run out of time — or nerve.
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Buteven though I'm stepping down
as editor of Popular Woodworking Mag-
azine,1don’t think youare done with
me yet. I love this magazine almost
as much as I love my wife and kids.
So I hope to write for this magazine
and its web site as a contributor for
as long as they’ll
have me.

AndIwouldn't
worry about
any large-scale
changes here at
the magazine
— there are no
plans to make it
all about glue-
gun crafts.

Despite the
demise of many magazines, Popular
Woodworking Magazine is in better
financial and editorial shape than
atany point in its history. Part of the
reason is the hard work of the staff of
editors, designers and builders.

But mostly we all sleep easily at
night because of the support from all
of you, our readers.

You supported us as we rebalanced
the handwork vs. machine-work equa-
tion in the world. You pushed us to
offer DVDs, CDs of our back issues,
streaming video and — our latest ven-
ture — pure digital subscriptions.

Without you, I'd likely be handing
youan order of fries at the drive-thru
by now (like many fellow journalists).
And thanks to you, I have a shot at
changing how we (and our kids) turn
trees into furniture. Pwm
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Customer Service

How can | contactcustomer service with questions regarding
my subscription, includingalostordamagedissue?

Visit popularwoodworking.com/customerservice. Or write to
Popular Woodworking Magazine, P.O. Box 420235, Palm Coast,
FL32142-0235. Or, if you prefer the telephone, call 386-246-3369
and a customer service representative will be happy to help you.

When does my subscription expire?

The date of your subscription expiration appears on your
magazine mailing label, above your name. The date indlicates the
lastissue in your subscription.

Canlgetbackissues of Popular Woodworkingand
Woodworking Magazine?

Back issues are available while supplies last. Visit shopwood
working.com and browse by product to “Popular Woodworking”
to see what's available (in both print and digital). Or if you know
the exact month and year of the issue you want, call our customer
service department toll-free at 800-258-0929 to order.

Whatif Iwantmore information aboutthe projectsandtools
Iread aboutin Popular Woodworking Magazine?

For all editorial questions, please write to Popular Woodworking
Magazine, 4700 E. Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, OH 45236. Or
e-mail popwood@fwmedia.com.

Does Popular Woodworking Magazine offer group
discounts?

Group discounts are available by special arrangement with the
publisher. For more details, send an e-mail to Debbie Paolello at
debbie.paolello@fwmedia.com or call 513-531-2690 x11296.

Our Privacy Promise to You

We make portions of our customer list available to carefully
screened companies that offer products and services we believe
you may enjoy. If you do not want to receive offers and/or
information, please let us know by contacting us at:

List Manager, F+W Medlia, Inc.

4700 E. Galbraith Road

Cincinnati, OH 45236

Safety Note

Safety is your responsibility. Manufacturers place safety devices
on their equipment for a reason. In many photos you see in
Popular Woodworking Magazine, these have been removed

to provide clarity. In some cases we'll use an awkward body
position so you can better see what's being demonstrated. Don't
copy us. Think about each procedure you're going to perform
beforehand.

Highly Recommended

Somebody needs to come up with a
better name for this tool than “ruler
stop.” By clamping this puppy on almost
any ruler (or story stick), it does about
90 percent of the work done by a com-
bination square.

And though there are several
brands, the best by far is the Czeck Edge
(czeckedge.com, $31.95). Made in the
United States, this tool clamps tightly,
never slips and is amazingly precise.

| keep one in my shop apron and
clamp itto whatever is at hand. It might
not replace my combination square, but
itsaves me from having to walk to the
bench to fetch it.

— Christopher Schwarz
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http://www.czeckedge.com/

